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BACKGROUND
2001: The Texas Legislature created the Texas Task Force on Indigent Defense

2011:  Texas Indigent Defense Commission (TIDC) 

HB 1318 - by the 83rd Legislature amended Gov Code section 79.036 required counties to 
breakdown data by attorney. 

SB 560 - by the 86th Legislature added expenditures and appointment data regarding CPS 
cases. 

SB 380 – by the 88th Legislature added appointment data regarding Interpreters.



https://tidc.tamu.edu/









REPORTING : FY 2021



REPORTING : FY 2022+



TYPE OF APPOINTMENTS

Assigned Counsel - attorneys appointed off a list governed by Chapter 37 of the Texas 
Government Code

Contract Counsel - attorneys or firms contracted to take a certain number of cases

Managed Assigned Counsel - attorneys appointed from a managed assigned counsel program 
list per Family Code Chapter 107, Subchapter H





REPORTING : FY 2022+



TYPE OF EXPENDITURES

Attorney Fees – money paid by the county or managed assigned counsel program to a licensed attorney in accordance 
with the statute and local fee schedule for legal services rendered to an indigent defendant, juvenile respondent, or 
party in a suit affecting the parent-child relationship or suit requesting a parent be ordered to complete services filed by 
the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services

Social Work – work carried out by trained personnel with the aim of alleviating the conditions of those in need of help or 
welfare

Expert Witness – money paid by the county or managed assigned counsel program to a person/entity qualified by the 
court or by special certifications in a field of study or expertise to provide assistance to a licensed attorney in preparing
or presenting a defense for a party in a suit affecting the parent-child relationship or suit requesting a parent be ordered 
to complete services filed by the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services

Investigator – money paid by the county or managed assigned counsel program to a person licensed as an investigator or 
otherwise legally able to conduct investigations for a licensed attorney in preparing a defense for a party in a suit 
affecting the parent-child relationship or suit requesting a parent be ordered to complete services filed by the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services

Other Litigation – money paid by the county or managed assigned counsel program to a person or entity for materials, 
supplies, or services determined by the attorney or court necessary for the licensed attorney to prepare an adequate 
defense for a party in a suit affecting the parent-child relationship or suit requesting a parent be ordered to complete 
services filed by the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services



REPORTING : FY 2022+



CATEGORY OF SERVICES

Custodial Parents
◦ For individual appointments for a mother or father:

◦ Child is living with this parent at the time of the legal filing.

◦ If child is living with the father, paternity has also been established.

Non-Custodial Parents 
◦ Child is not living with this parent at the time of the legal filing and/or paternity has not been established

◦ An alleged father who is living with the child at the time of legal filing but is not living with the mother is considered and non-
custodial parent regardless of where the child is living.

Non-Parent Conservator
◦ Person who is not a parent and has previously been named on a court order as the conservator of the child.

Children

Adult Appeal 
◦ Must be counted as a separate case from the original trial level case.

Children Appeal
◦ Must be counted as a separate case from the original trial level case.



REPORTING : FY 2022+



How do we count APPOINTMENTS?

CPS appointments should be counted the first time an attorney is 
paid on a case each fiscal year.

Counting appointments should not be confused with counting 
attorney fee vouchers or payments 







REPORTING : FY 2022+



Attorney time REPORTING : FY 2023

• Appointed Adult Criminal Defense
This percentage should include any time spent on appointed adult criminal defense, including pretrial, trial, 
and appeals. This should not include any time spent on any retained legal work, non-criminal work, or 
federal case work.

• Appointed Juvenile Delinquency Defense
This percentage should include any time spent on appointed juvenile defense, including pretrial, trial, and 
appeals. This should not include any time spent on any retained legal work, non-delinquency work, or 
federal case work.

• Appointed Family Protection Representation – New for FY23
This percentage should include court-appointed legal representation of children and/or parents/adults in 
cases involving the Department of Family and Protective Services.



INTERPRETER REPORTING : FY 2024

Legislation requires the following information be reported:
1. The number of interpreters appointed
2. The number of interpreters appointed for parties or witnesses 

who are indigent
3. The amount of money the county spent to provide court-ordered 

interpretation services
4. For civil proceedings, whether a party to the proceeding filed a 

statement of inability to afford payments of court costs under 
Rule 145, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, applicable to the 
appointment of an interpreter

SB 380/HB 3474 (88th legislature)



1. Number of interpreters appointed or used

In counties using interpreters on a case-by-case basis, the number 
of interpreters appointed or used during the fiscal year.

In counties employing or contracting with interpreters, the number 
of interpreters employed or contracted with during the year, 
regardless of length of time employed/contracted during the fiscal 
year.

INTERPRETER REPORTING : FY 2024
SB 380/HB 3474 (88th legislature)



2. Number of interpreters appointed or used for parties or witnesses who are indigent

In counties using interpreters on a case-by-case basis, the number of interpreters 
appointed or used during the fiscal year for parties or witnesses who are indigent.

In counties employing or contracting with interpreters, the number of interpreters 
employed or contracted with during the year that were used for parties or witnesses 
who are indigent, regardless of length of time employed/contracted during the fiscal 
year.

If interpreters provide service regardless of indigency status and information on 
indigency is not tracked, enter “unknown.”

INTERPRETER REPORTING : FY 2024
SB 380/HB 3474 (88th legislature)



3. Total expenditures for court-ordered interpretation services

In counties employing or contracting with interpreters, include 
salaries and fringe benefits for the fiscal year, regardless of length 
of time employed/contracted during the fiscal year

INTERPRETER REPORTING : FY 2024
SB 380/HB 3474 (88th legislature)



4. Number of parties filing statements/affidavits of inability to pay 
in cases where interpreter appointed or used

In civil proceedings, number of parties that filed a statement of 
inability to afford payment of court costs (Rule 145, TX Rules of 
Civil Procedure) applicable to the appointment of an interpreter.

In criminal or juvenile proceedings, number of parties that filed an 
affidavit of indigency in cases where an interpreter was appointed 
or used.*

INTERPRETER REPORTING : FY 2024
SB 380/HB 3474 (88th legislature)





When should an interpreter be included?

• Interpreters on staff – report salary and fringe
• Interpreters paid by the day that are assigned a court
• Interpreters that come to the jail if they are on staff or 

contracted by the county
• Interpreters provided free of charge, irrespective of ability to 

pay in criminal or juvenile cases
• Interpreters who provided services in criminal, civil, or juvenile 

cases prior to a court appearance in front of a judge
• Interpretation services provided even if the case never makes it 

to trial



Data should only include matters held at the district and county 
court levels.

Data to be reported on the TIDC IDER.

The first year of data will cover October 1, 2023 – September 30, 
2024, and is due by November 1, 2024.

INTERPRETER REPORTING : FY 2024
SB 380/HB 3474 (88th legislature)



Resources 
http://www.tidc.texas.gov/oversight/submit-data-and-reports/

• IDER Manual
• IDER CPS reporting Q & A via Zoom

OCA Data and Research Division
• judinfo@txcourts.gov
• https://www.txcourts.gov/statistics/court-interpretation-services/

Crystal Leff-Pinon, TIDC Director of Family Protection Representation 
• CLeff-Pinon@tidc.texas.gov

Steve Watson 
• swatson@johnsoncountytx.org

Barbara Abdalla 
• babdalla@johnsoncountytx.org

http://www.tidc.texas.gov/oversight/submit-data-and-reports/
mailto:judinfo@txcourts.gov
https://www.txcourts.gov/statistics/court-interpretation-services/
mailto:CLeff-Pinon@tidc.texas.gov
mailto:swatson@johnsoncountytx.org
mailto:babdalla@johnsoncountytx.org
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